The proposals... 

Path Improvements 

Striking a balance between improving accessibility and 
maintaining natural environments. Introducing signage for way¬ 
finding and interpretation sharing the currently untold stories of a 
place. Providing more places to sit or rest along the way. 

Promenade Paths 

Making new links along the edges of pitches suitable for a range 
of users. With seating, they become social spaces for spectators 
when sport is being played. Introducing edible plants and 
hedgerows to soften the boundaries of turfed areas. 

West Loop 

Completing the gaps to provide a fully accessible path going 
west along the Deveron, through the Meadow Plantation and 
back to town. Adding items of interest along the way, like public 
artworks, natural play items, or bouldering. 

East Loop 

A less intensive development, increasing accessibility slowly 
over time. Securing safe access to the route at Castle Bridge and 
along the edge of the golf course .Making surface upgrades that 
improve access but only use natural materials. 








Town Shuttle Bus Service 

A small, accessible, zero-emission bus following circular routes 
around town. Connecting with key parking and attractions. 
Passes stops either every 10, 15 or 30 minutes. 


Traffic Free Avenue 

Changing the narrative of visitor journeys, encouraging people 
to stop in town and walk or cycle along the Avenue, so they can 
appreciate that it (and The Square) are an important part of the 
heritage experience. Protecting the Simpson Arch stonework 
from further vehicle damage. Access to the Linden Centre area 
along Christie Park road, and the Castle, Cooper Park or Golf 
Club via Burnside Road. 


Extra Parking Capacity 

Compensating for changes on the Avenue and at the Linden 
Centre. Overhauling the layout at East Park Street car park and 
the south end of The Gordon Schools so more vehicles can be 
accommodated. 


Huntly Castle 
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Cooper Park 
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Community Orchard and 
Meadow 

A site for learning in a habitat mosaic of orchard, meadow, scrub, 
tree group and wetland. Making use of organic and less intensive 
land management practices. Providing a different landscape to 
explore, and unique items of interest. 


Outdoor Classrooms 

Making slight landscape changes in the Meadow Plantation and 
Community Meadow & Orchard that open up areas that can be 
used by schools or groups for outdoor learning. 


Outdoor Gym 

Providing equipment for people to do some moderate-intensity 
exercise for free, and in the fresh air. A site off Deveron Road 
has been suggested as being close to where people live, however 
eventual location and size will depend on the budget available. 




Woodland Rewilding 

In effect, a continuation of what has already happened around 
the old skating pond. There are clusters of non-native woodland 
in the area that might benefit from rewilding to make a greater 
contribution to the wider ecology of the town. 


Roller-Ski Training Loop 

Crafting a route through the trees that creates a new training 
loop that includes significant changes in gradient. This provides 
a more realistic and challenging training circuit to aid athlete 
performance and development. 


Larger Sports Pavilion 

Supporting pitch activity by providing additional storage 
(replacing current containers), changing facilities, toilets and 
social facilities. Outwith the flood risk area, but still next to 
pitches. Could also be used by adjacent schools for outdoor PE 
changing. 


Bus Drop-Off 

Relieving congestion in the town centre that comes from school 
buses. New nursery development is improving paths between 
site and schools. Also providing parking for visiting coaches 
(whether sport teams or tourists). 





Improved Pitches 
and Running Track 

Reinstating drains, or reseeding to ensure the best playing 
surface possible. Changing the layout to provide a permanent 
running track location, with the long term ambition of an all- 
weather track. While not in the study area, the pitches don’t 
always satisfy the level of demand that exists for playing 
surfaces. Comprehensive improvements are therefore needed to 
the Market Muir pitch and its pavilion facilities to meet demand. 


Expanded Nordic Centre 

Encouraging more people to visit and use this unique facility. 
Creating a landmark building that can provide a lookout across to 
the river, castle, woodland, meadows and the hills that surround 
Huntly. Reframing the current offer, to include a cafe space with 
outward view, training room, and greater visibility to activities 
on offer. So the expanded centre benefits both sport development 
and visitors. 



Cooper Park Adventure Play 

Introducing exciting opportunities for play like a pump track 
where the skate park once was, mazes or putting greens and 
forest based activities. Improving the link between the Golf 
Clubhouse and Park (which was once seamless) so public 
facilities (toilets and refreshments) increase the visitor offer. 


Visitor Hub 

Taking advantage of the fact that Huntly Golf Club is open daily, 
it should be remodelled as a visitor hub for people to access the 
vast parkland Huntly has to offer.The key to this is viewing it as 
an enterprise opportunity that can sit alongside the functions the 
building performs for the golf club. 

One aspect is catering provision. The clubhouse already provides 
large event space, packaging with other facilities (e.g. Nordic 
Centre) additional catering concessions could be added, using 
the golf club as a base. Another key enterprise opportunity are 
through different activities. The clubhouse could be a booking 
office for Nordic skiing, mountain bike hire, tubing, and of 
course golf. Packages could also be offered to capture tourist 
spend. 
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New Nursery 

Currently under construction, will offer a purpose-built 
environment for pre-school learning for the first time in the 
town. Will free up space in Gordon Primary School, with some 
of the temporary units in the playground currently scheduled for 
removal. 


School Upgrades 

Improvements will soon be made to a courtyard space within 
The Gordon Schools. Other immediate improvements include 
new equipment in the primary school playground, and acoustic 
panelling in the secondary’s sport hall. 

Comprehensive building refurbishment, or constructing 
new buildings, will require the most capital investment of 
all proposals; it is possible though! To get this, will require 
concerted lobbying by the community at a regional and national 
level. 



Community Leisure and 
Wellbeing Centre 

Creating a multi-purpose building in the heart of town that can 
be used for a variety of community, cultural, learning and sport 
activities. Fully refurbishing the Linden Centre and constructing 
a new additional building that links it with the swimming pool. 

The new building can accommodate indoor sporting facilities 
at the current ‘ground’ level, with a distinct secure space for the 
Rifle Club on the current ‘basement’ level. Changing facilities 
and storage for Christie Park community users can also be placed 
in the ‘basement’ level. 


Christie Park Synthetic Pitch 

Changing to a synthetic surface will provide a more resilient 
surface that can be used in most weathers, and more often in a 
typical week than turf can. Its proximity to the schools allows 
it to be easily used for outdoor PE. Much of the funding is in 
place to undertake the work, the Community Sports Trust taking 
forward the project require assistance in getting the full budget. 



An indicative goround floor plan of what is possible on this site 




The Square 

With all the different proposals activity, The Square needs to be 
the start and end point for the combined package of proposals. 
Lending from the town’s motto (and song), the town offers 
plenty of ‘Room to Roam’ and partake in different activities, but 
there also needs to be ‘a home’ for it. 


Improved public space in The Square can provide breathing 
space which invites people to stay. As ways of living and 
shopping changed, so should The Square. The plan doesn’t 
include any specific proposals for buildings or locations, as there 
have been clear specific asks of what The Square should offer, 
and this is more important than the building it is in. 


Somewhere to... 

• watch a film 

• stay overnight 

• grab a coffee 

• sit down for lunch 

• go out for a meal 

• buy local produce 

• learn something new 


work 

meet friends 
do an evening class 
get some cash out 
put on an exhibition 
buy a book 
relax and read 


What is important is that The Square is that each of the below 
functions are interdependent; e.g. on your lunch you can pop 
across the square for a coffee, then two doors down to buy a new 
book and pick up a birthday gift, and across to another to shelter 
from the rain and eat your lunch. 





